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    Minutes of the Annual General Meeting and 

Meeting of Welton Parish Council Monday 14th 

June 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

Present Apologies 

Cllr. D Smith Cllr R Humphreys – Other commitments. 

Cllr. E Snedker  

Cllr. G Smith  

Cllr. M Souter  

Cllr. J Emery Clerk 

Cllr. R Lange Chris Miles 

 Cllr C Mortimore  

Cllr M Elcock  

Public   

 
  Action 

2021/06/01 To receive and approve Apologies:   

No apologies received. 
 

2021/06/02 To approve and sign Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 10th 

May 2021: 

RESOLVED 

The minutes of the Welton Parish Council Meeting held on 10th May 

2021 were approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the 

meeting, proposed by Cllr. Emery & seconded by Cllr. Smith. 

 

2021/06/03 

 

To receive Members’ Declaration of Interest in respect of agenda 

items: 

None. 

 

 The meeting was closed to receive a proposal from Mr Lee Baker 

regarding use of St Mary’s Spinney for bushcraft courses. Mr Baker is 

to email the clerk with his proposal for consideration by the council. 

The meeting was opened again. 

 

2021/06/04 To review any matters arising from the Minutes and Actions: 

2021/03/05 

Cllr Souter reported that he has still not heard from E.ON.  

2020/12/12  

Cllr Souter reported the quotation for street lighting has still not been 

received.    

2012/04/10 – see item 2021/06/13 below 

2021/03/06 

The clerk has downloaded a document with this information regarding 

anticipated longevity of the equipment.  

The clerk has contacted WPC’s insurance company who responded – 

“I don’t believe that there is any standardised wording for signage, and it 

seems to me that “play equipment is used at your own risk” is adequate. 

 

 

Cllr Souter 

 

Cllr Souter 
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Whilst signage is definitely welcomed, I must stress that such signs will not 

absolve the Parish Council of any liability if there is any future claims, as all 

incidents are investigated on their own merits “to investigate through our 

insurance company disclaimer signs regarding usage of the playing 

field equipment.”. 

The clerk reported that the insurance claim does not include any repair 

cost.   

     

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021/06/05 Employment of new clerk:  

Following the resignation of Noreen Walsh on the 30th April 2021, a 

new clerk, Christopher Miles was appointed to start on 1st May 2021. 

 

2021/06/06 To receive Members’ Reports: 

Cllr. Lange 

Offered to carry out the monthly inspection of the playing field 

equipment. 

Cllr. Snedker 

Reported re The Wilderness: 

Adrian, site manager advised that he is going to the site w/c 17th to 

look at security issues and added that the delay in building was due to 

finalising design details; ‘hoping’ to commence in June 2021. 

Requested that the clerk investigate the Open Spaces email:  

Registering our greens to protect from development, no cost or loss of 

ownership, received on 27 May 21. 

Ward Cllr R Humphreys  

Some residents have had problems getting through to WNC on the 

phone and/or have not had emails answered. This is not the service we 

should accept from our new authority, so please let me know what 

experiences you have been having in making contact.  

Planning 

At the first Daventry Area Planning Committee last week two 

applications were considered. Members resolved to grant planning 

permission for 140 homes on land allocated as a Sustainable Urban 

Extension to the south west of Daventry was approved. It forms part of 

allocation HO1 in the Local Plan (Part2), the larger part of which, 

comprising 1100 homes, went to planning committee in December 

2020. The S106 agreement on this significant development is still to be 

signed. I felt unable to vote in favour of the application, having doubts 

about the design and the layout of the 35 affordable homes. The cycle 

lanes and footpaths connecting the site to Daventry and the electric 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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charging points to be installed in all but 4 of the properties are however 

a positive contribution to greener living.  

All Members bar one voted not to accept the planning officer’s 

recommendation to grant approval to allow an already large residential 

dwelling at Tythe Farm, East Haddon to be enlarged still further, 

causing harm to the Special Landscape Area where it is situated.  

Last month I contacted all parish clerks about the changes to calling in 

planning applications. Unfortunately clerks have still not been formally 

notified and I have asked Jim Newton at WNC to expedite this. A 

reminder that previously Daventry District Council would 

automatically call in an application if a parish council objected to an 

application that the planning officer had recommended for approval. 

Under the WNC Constitution requests for call ins can be made by 

Members only. (Certain applications will also not be delegated and 

will be decided by committee, e.g. the decision would lead to a major 

departure from the local plan.) 

Covid Update 

 Northamptonshire’s cases have risen again, with the highest numbers 

in the 10-19 year old age range. Over the period 31st May -6th June 

2021 there was an increase of 72% since last week, with 255 residents 

having tested positive. So while it’s good news that there have been no 

covid related deaths in the county for 6 weeks and at the time of 

writing there are no covid patients in our hospitals it’s vital that we all 

resist being covid complacent and continue to take the key actions to 

help reduce the spread of Covid 19, even if double jabbed. The 

Northamptonshire Covid-19 Weekly Surveillance Report is well worth 

looking at: COVID - 19 Surveillance Report data to 06 June 

(northamptonshire.gov.uk) 

WNC’s Corporate Plan  

This is an ambitious plan and includes ‘Thriving villages and towns’ as 

one its key priorities. For details see Corporate Plan | West 

Northamptonshire Council (westnorthants.gov.uk)  Part the success of 

this goal  is envisaged as “..our towns and rural charm will make West 

Northants a destination to go to, not just a place to drive through”, this 

surely is achievable! The commitment of the Leader of the Council in 

the foreward  of the Plan to put the environment first and consider the 

carbon cost of all decision making is to be welcomed. 

Did you know that you are a Corporate Parent? 

Well, neither did I until I attended a training briefing on WNC’s 

Children’s Services, now run by Northamptonshire’s Children’s Trust. 

Being a corporate parent is the collective responsibility under the 

Children Act 2004 of the Council, elected members, the Children’s 

Trust and others to provide the best possible care and safeguarding to 

“looked after” children, who are in care living in a number of settings. 

Others who are regarded as corporate parents include parish 

https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Documents/COVID%20-%2019%20Surveillance%20Report%20data%20to%206th%20June.pdf
https://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/coronavirus-updates/Documents/COVID%20-%2019%20Surveillance%20Report%20data%20to%206th%20June.pdf
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/your-council/corporate-plan
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/your-council/corporate-plan
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councillors, so in some ways there is a now a legal duty in the old 

saying “It takes a village to raise a child.”  As your ward councillor I 

will be looking at proactive ways of making this role meaningful. If 

you would like someone from the Children’s Trust to come and speak 

at one of your meetings then please contact me.   

2021/06/07 Appointment of New Bank Payment Authority: 

Cllrs M Elcock and R Lange were appointed as new payment authorities. The 

clerk will contact Unity Bank to include them on the list of payment 

authorities. 

 

 

Clerk 

2021/06/08 

 

Signing of Certificate of Exemption AGAR 2020/21 Part 2: 

RESOLVED: It was proposed by Cllr D Smith and seconded by Cllr J 

Emery, approved unanimously, that the Chairman and RFO signed the 

Certificate of Exemption for 2020-2021.  

 

2021/06/09 Signing of Annual Governance and Accountability Return: 

RESOLVED: It was proposed by Cllr G Smith, seconded by Cllr M 

Elcock, approved unanimously, that the Chairman signed the Annual 

Governance and Accountability Return Statement for 2020-2021. 

 

2021/06/10 Annual Internal Audit Report: 

Cllr Souter read out the report and recommendations. The auditor was 

able to answer ’yes’ to all relevant questions and signed the return as 

required. 

 

2021/06/11 Risk Assessment for approval: This was deferred until the next 

meeting to give councillors more time to assess the document. The risk 

assessment is to be reviewed this Autumn 21. 

 

2021/06/12 Asset Register: Modifications were requested concerning the pricing 

of the street lighting and the total number of benches and tables. The 

Asset Register will be presented for approval at the July meeting. 

Clerk 

2021/06/13 Green Triangle Planting 

Cllr Hopes has provided a specification from Highways that the work 

has to comply with.  

Cllr Snedker reported re the Triangle: Highways.  Kate Spires updated, 

and highways document forwarded.  Upon her return from holidays 

she will get in touch with Cllr Snedker to discuss and hopefully 

prepare a proposed outline plan which we can submit for Highways 

consideration.  Their brief is more applicable to a large main road 

roundabout than a very small village green.   The council legal fee of 

£255 also needs to be considered by WPC. 

 

2021/06/14 Planning 

Cllr Snedker reported: 

Planning Update 

Application No: PD.2021/0016  

Location: The Barn, Welton Lane, Welton, 

Northamptonshire 

WPC: Did not support with observations 

WDC: Approved with conditions 

 

 

 

Planning: 

Application No:  PD/2021/0006 

Registration Date: 19-Feb-2021 
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Application Type: PERMITTED DEVELOPMENT 1 

Main Location:  Manor Farm Place, Welton Lane, 

Welton, Northamptonshire, NN11 2JFWNC: 

Case Officer:  NisarMogul 

Proposal:  Prior approval for change of use of agricultural 

building to dwelling (Part Q    (A and B)) 

Decision:  Prior Approved(a)&(b) 

Decision Date:  13-Apr-2021 

 

WPC have responded to the case officer M Mogul regarding this 

application highlighting yellow planning notice being posted on 

opposite side of road, managed with a speed aware sign does not give 

the Parish the ability to respond with any observations. 

 

2021/06/15 Roles and Resonsibilities 

Cllr Souter: following discussion at the meeting the new roles and 

committees were agreed. Cllr Souter will email the clerk with the 

details of the arrangements for circulation. 

 

2021/06/16 Training 

Cllr Elcock reported that she was unable to attend the training course 

that had been booked and she will rebook for a new date. Cllr Souter 

asked the clerk to find what dates the future chairmanship courses are 

on. It was agreed that training courses could be booked if available 

before the next meeting. 

 

2021/06/17 Payments to be Made. 

CVS June 2021                                                               £436.54    

• Payroll fees £9.60 

• Clerk salary £376.95 

• Office allowance £10.00 

• Paper and printer ink £39.99 

D Smith – repair materials, St Martins Spinney/playing field            

£107.83 

E.ON – charges May 2021                                               £128.20 

M Freeman – grass mowing 11&14/5, 1/6                       £422.00 

NCALC – M Elcock training course                                 £44.00 

 

RESOLVED:  Proposed by Cllr. G Smith and seconded by Cllr. J 

Emery. 

 

 

 

                              

 

mailto:devcontrol.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk
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                                ACTIONS REQUIRED FROM THE MINUTES 

                              PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 14TH JUNE 2021 

 

Minute Item Action Required Who 

2020/03/05 Cllr. Souter reported that he had not heard back from 

E.ON re the speed sign. 

Cllr. Souter 

2020/12/12 Quotation for proposed street lighting has not been 

received to date from E.ON. 

Cllr. Souter 

2021/06/06 Clerk to investigate Registering our Greens to protect 

from development, no cost or loss of ownership, received 

on 27 May 21 from Open Spaces Society. 

Clerk 

2021/06/07 The clerk will contact Unity Bank to get details of payment 

authorities. 
Clerk 

 

2021/06/12 Modifications to the Asset Register re the pricing of the 

street lighting and the total number of benches and tables.  

Clerk 

2021/06/15 Circulate the new roles and responsibilities document. Clerk 

`  


