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From the Editor  …… 
Hi Everyone, 
 
Welcome to the February edition.  At last the days are getting longer, 
but it is still a bit cold to do much in the garden.   The snowdrops have 
come and the daffodils are about to bloom which makes us look 
forward to the new year. 
 
For the first time in the history of the Welton News & Views 
magazine, this February issue will be available online at the 
Parish Council website  www.welton-pc.gov.uk.  
 
  Enjoy! 

Richard Tidmarsh    

2017/2018  Annual Advertising Rates  
 

   £60 -  1 page Advert 

   £45 - ½ page Advert 

   £30 - ¼ page Advert 
 

Please contact the Clerk if you wish to advertise. 

Richard Tidmarsh 

Editor 

WNV_Editor@yahoo.co.uk 

01327 706454 

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS    

Caroline Maxwell Tel. 310901 

Front Cover - Lambs near Newnham  RRT 20/02/18 

Samantha Dalziel 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
pc_welton@daventrydc.gov.uk 
 or  

weltonparishclerk@gmail.com 
01327 876023 

mailto:pc_welton@daventrydc.govuk
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Welton Parish Council 

Chairman’s Report 
 

Planning Matters 
Planning Application for the demolition of an existing barn and 
construction of three dwellings off Welton Lane. 
 

The Parish Council returned a very detailed response objecting to this proposed 
development.  We have been notified by Daventry District Council that the 
Planning Application was refused.  One of the reasons was that “The design of 
the proposed Development would be inappropriate for the site and would 
extend the boundary of the village into surrounding agricultural land”. 
 
We have also responded to the Daventry Local Plan Consultation.  The Draft 
Plan identifies four sites within Daventry District for building about 1,200 
homes over the next twelve years. 
 
The Parish Council wishes to thank Councillor Geoff Smith for putting together 
our responses to both issues. 
 
Dog Fouling 
Since the start of the year dog fouling has increased in many areas of the 
village.  It is an offence to allow your dog to foul footpaths and green spaces.  If 
convicted of this offence, it is a £100 fixed Penalty fine or up to £1,000 for 
being convicted in court. 
 
Remember – Bag it and Bin it. 
 
St Martin’s Spinney 
We will be having a working Party on Saturday, 24th March meeting at 9:00am.  
If you have a couple of hours to spare, please come along.  General tidying of 
the Spinney, cutting back the hedge around the picnic area and pollarding the 
hazel are just some of the many jobs that need doing. 
 

After 31 years living in Welton, Tony and Dawn Dodd will be leaving for 

pastures new.  For many years Tony was a Parish Councillor and also Chairman 
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of the Council.  We thank him for his commitment and service to the Parish 
Council.  We send our best wishes to Tony and Dawn as they prepare for their 
forthcoming move. 

 
Derek Smith 

Chairman, Welton Parish Council 
 

 

 Farewell ...... 
 

Later this month it will be 31 years since we moved to Welton and the 

time has come for us to consider our housing needs for the future with 

both children having flown the nest.   

 

In the intervening years, Welton has changed subtly, gradually and 

remains a wonderful example of a rural village, thanks in part to the 

efforts of Welton Parish Council in steering change at a manageable pace 

but also the not inconsiderable community spirit that rises when 

necessary to any and all challenges.  Since our arrival here, for example, 

housing numbers have grown by more than 10% and yet that growth has 

been quietly assimilated into the fabric of the village and has never 

overpowered the community.  

 

Yesterday, Welton Parish Council gave me a rather lovely decanter, 

etched with the words: 

 "In recognition of your services to Welton Parish Council" 

 

Thank you to them for this gift and to you as a community who supported 

me and continue to support the Parish Council in its efforts to maintain 

this lovely village. It is worth noting that, compared to my efforts, there 

are those who serve on the Parish Council, who have given several times 

more over the years and without whose efforts the Parish Council's 

achievements would not have been possible.   
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Although we are going to another village, not that much bigger than 

Welton, I shall NOT be looking to take on any active community role 

there.  What all in the community have managed here in the last 30 years 

cannot be repeated!    

 

Welton has provided a significant and memorable part of our married 

lives and it will be with much fondness that we and our children will 

remember it; indeed Simon will remain in the area and may sometimes be 

spotted in The White Horse or occasionally hurtling down the hill.  

  

We would like to use The News & Views to say goodbye to those we 

have not managed to see in person.  The couple buying our house are 

looking forward to life in a vibrant community; indeed it was part of the 

attraction to them and we are sure that you will all make them welcome. 

 

With best wishes for the future, 

 

Tony & Dawn Dodd 
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1st Welton Guides 
 

 
 
At the end of last term the girls all enjoyed our annual evening ice 
skating,followed by a meal in the restaurant.  What a great evening.  
 
During the Christmas 
break many of the girls 
joined Rainbows, Brownie 
and Guide groups from 
Daventry District Derngate 
theatre to see Aladdin.  
They all thoroughly 
enjoyed it.  
 
We have started the new 
term with a full company 
of 25 very enthusiastic 
Guides.  We are currently 
holding a waiting list.   
We have welcomed 3 new girls and very pleased to see 2 of our older 
girls become Young leaders. 
 
Our first meeting spent some time ‘getting to know you’ and team 
building activities.  We are have Girls attending from many different 
schools in the area and they make great new friends outside their own 
school environment.  It is great to see new friendships grow. 
 
We have been working on a new ‘Go for it’ Life Wise.  Many of the girls 
have completed the 5 activities required to gain the award.  Well done. 
 
Thank you Rachael for organising a Harry Potter quiz night.  All the 
girls were extremely knowledgeable about the subject and it became a 
very competitive evening and close.  Congratulations to the winning 
team. 
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The village pantomime was 
as always very 
entertaining.  Well done to 
everyone involved.  We 
were thrilled to have the 
opportunity to enrol 4 of 
the girls on stage, 3 of 
whom were in the chorus.  
What a great effort.  
 
The remainder of the term 
will include our Thinking Day activity evening, a Pamper night, Being 
Safe activities, a Board game night, a sports night and finally our Easter 
Activities. 
Finally our summer pack holiday arrangements are being finalised for 
August.  

Annette Hickman  
Guide leader 

Leadership team 
Tel 07773300721 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 

This is the final edition of News & Views for the year 2017-2018.   

 

If you wish to advertise in the 6 issues of News and Views for 2018-

2019, then please contact the Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Samantha 

Dalziel.  The adverting rates remain the same at: 

 

   £60 -  1 page Advert 

   £45 - ½ page Advert 

   £30 - ¼ page Advert 
 

Mrs Samantha Dalziel 

weltonparishclerk@gmail.com or pc_welton@daventrydc.gov.uk 

mailto:weltonparishclerk@gmail.com
mailto:pc_welton@daventrydc.gov.uk
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Hi Everyone 

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas and did not 

eat too many minced pies!!!!!  At Brownies we 

have had a spurge of new arrivals.  Our numbers 

have gone from 21 just before Christmas to 26 

so we are currently full.  Luckily we now have a 

new helper at Brownies, Clare Wood.  She has 

joined us from another group and Alex Halstead has returned after her travels 

during the last year. 

Just before Christmas we went to see 

Aladdin at the Derngate.  Just under 

30 of us piled into two DACT buses 

and joined the rest of Daventry 

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in a 

District organised trip.  We had a 

great time (Oh yes we did). 

We came back after Christmas full of 

energy and raring to go.  We had a 

games and getting to know you evening 

so that the new Brownies can settle 

in.   

The next week we had an Australian themed evening to celebrate Australia day.  We 

made cork hats, decorated koala biscuits, created aboriginal art and had a word quiz 

where the Brownies had to guess the English words while I said the Australian.  

They all had great fun. 

We have also been working on our 

Disability 

Awareness 

badge.  We had 

a visit from the 

local Guide Dog 

charity.  They 

brought along 

one of their 

dogs and 

explained all 

about how they 
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help the blind and partially sighted.  It was a very informative evening and even I 

learnt a couple of things I didn’t know. 

This year the Welton pantomime, 

again, held a matinee performance on 

the Saturday, so we organised a trip 

to see it.  This year I was in it 

myself.  The Brownies had a great 

time, especially booing and hissing 

Dracula. They also got very involved 

in the “they are behind yous” and the 

“oh no they are nots”.  I would like to 

thank all parents who accompanied 

the Brownies while I was busy 

backstage sorting out the costumes 

and performing.  We will definitely be 

going again next year. 

The week after the Welton Pantomime we had a pancake 

evening.  The Brownies cooked 

small pancakes using a jam tart 

tin, a peg and a tea light.  They 

make their own mix.  While they 

were cooking Amanda Becker, 

Saffron O’Neill and Nathan 

Beahan were busy in the kitchen 

cooking over 100 pancakes for 

the Brownies to eat.  A very big 

thank you for from all of us, they 

were delicious. 

This coming week is Girl Guiding’s Thinking Day.  This is where Brownies from all over 

the world think of other Brownies.  We have plenty of other activities planned for 

the rest of the term. 

Yours in Guiding, 

Sarah Souter (Snowy Owl) 

Mobile: (07960) 274410 

E-mail: sarah.souter@outlook.com 
 

Girlguiding is an operating name of the GuideAssociation 

Registered Charity No: 304418 
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The talk on Thursday 11th January was by Geoff 
Lambert who explained about the work of the 
Medical Detection Dogs organisation.  Geoff who 
suffers from type one diabetes bought with him his 
dog Buddy who is his constant companion.  With 
their amazing sense of smell, these dogs are trained 
to detect minute changes in blood sugar levels and other hormone-related 
disorders.  When these levels rise or fall outside the normal range the dogs will 
warn their owners, get help and fetch any vital medical supplies.  The owners 
rely on their dogs to alert them to any potential crisis.  As do many other 

people with dangerous health conditions including 
Addison`s Disease.   These wonderful dogs are also 
used to assist in the early detection of various 
cancers.   
 
The dog in the picture is very similar to Geoff 
Lambert`s dog;  the picture was taken from the 
Medical Detection Dogs web site. 
 
After Geoff had answered numerous questions 
Andrea thanked him for a most enlightening and  
interesting evening.      

 
The February meeting this year was a pancake 
and prosecco supper.  Members spent a very 
happy evening eating a quantity of pancakes 
with various delicious fillings and taking part 

in 
competitions 
and pancake 
tossing 
games.  It 
was great to 
see so many new members enjoying 
themselves.  Thanks were given to all the ladies 
who had provided the food and to Deborah 
who organised the competitions and games.   
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February is also the month when the WI hold their Birthday Dinner to celebrate 
the first official WI meeting held in in Welton in 1966.  This year members are 
going to the Countryman in Staverton. 
 
The 8th of March meeting is a talk by Jo Golby, who, with the help of costumes 
will be telling members about life between the stairs for a Victorian ladies 
maid.  “Neither servant nor family, the lady's maid was a crucial asset to any 
lady of society.  A friend and confidant to her mistress and in herself a 
fashionable accessory, all be it a dreadfully over worked one.” 
 
The WI members would like to thank Caroline Maxwell, who has written the 
report for News & Views for many years.  The pieces she wrote were always 
accomplished and full of the belief that the WI has a positive effect on the 
community and was something to be promoted. 
 
If you would like to know more about your local WI, please contact:  
 Marie Perry  - President  01327 704282 
            Kim Baldwin  - Secretary  bkimb@btinternet.com 
 

Carol Bertozzi 
 

Orbituary 
 
We were very sorry to learn of the death of Sue Woodley in Surrey.  Sue and 
her husband Dan made 15 Emery Close, Welton their home after years of 
travelling the world when Dan was in the Royal Navy.  In their retirement, they 
became involved in many aspects of village life on a very practical level.  Dan 
was a regular bell ringer at St Martin’s church and Sue among other tasks 
organised the church cleaning rota for many years. 
 
In 2006 as Dan’s health began to fail the couple moved to a bungalow in the 
Paddocks.  Following Dan’s death Sue continued to live in Welton, faithfully 
supporting the WI where, over the years, she held every position on the 
committee.  In about 2010, recognizing she would need more family support in 
future, Sue decided to move to Surrey to be nearer her daughter and 
grandchildren. 
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ABS AUTOS 

ALAN STEWART 

Tel: 07817 931956 

Unit 4, Baird Close, 

Drayton Fields Ind. Est. 

Daventry, NN11 8RY 

 · MOTs Arranged 
 

 · Car Repairs & Servicing 
 

 · Air Con’ System Regassing 
 

  · Diagnostics 
 

 · Brakes & Exhausts 
 

  · Tyres 
 

 · Courtesy Car 

Email: absautos@hotmail.com 

 
We send our sympathy to Sue’s family and our assurance that Sue will not be 
forgotten.  Her passing feels a little like the end of an era.   
 
Sue epitomized the WI before we became dependent on emails and 
voicemail;  a time when the WI tramped round the village singing carols at 
Christmas and were involved in the village pantomime.  Sue would turn her 
hand to anything whether it was baking a cake or making a speech and would 
encourage others to follow her lead.   
 
No, she will not be forgotten. 
 

Caroline Maxwell 
 a neighbour of Sue for many years 



Page: 13 

The White Horse  
 Pub/Restaurant/Beer Garden 

High Street, Welton  
 Telephone: 01327 702820 

www.thewhitehorsewelton.co.uk 

 

 

 

Mothering Sunday 
 

March 11th 2018 

Traditional English Roast 
 

Choice of meat accompanied by 

seasonal Vegetables, 

 Roast Potatoes and Homemade 

Yorkshire Pudding 

Only £6.95 
 

St Patrick’s Day  
Saturday, March 17th 

 
Three Course Meal - £16.95 

Live Irish Country Singer 
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St. Martin’s Church 
 

 

Matthew 7 v 7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 

you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

For everyone who asks. 

 

This time a year ago we had opened the door to 

welcome Revd. Canon Sarah Brown, now Canon 

Missioner at Peterborough Cathedral.  In the short time 
that she was our vicar, little did we know, how much we 

would learn from her ministry.  She asked us to explore 

what Christian mission means in these our local village 

churches and in this our time and place.  How should 

we practically and in loving action live and share our 

Christian faith?  We needed to include all generations, 

those exploring faith and those of none.  We had to 

seek and trial new possibilities, find new opportunities 

and ask God to open new doors into the communities we serve.  Not something 

you do overnight because building new relationships of trust and inclusion take 

far longer than one short year.  It involved appreciation of the things people do 

best and exciting discoveries of the talent of others amongst ourselves and 

beyond the open door of St. Martin’s. 

 

So, in 2017 with the support of Sarah, retired clergy and lay ministers we held 3 

communion services a month and added a Morning prayer service to broaden 

our scope.  We added afternoon services at 4 p.m. each week which Revd. 

Sarah led.  These included Sunday Tea an intergenerational service where around 

a Sunday tea table we could explore our faith, play games, sing wholeheartedly 

be creative and pray.  Those who love the tradition of evensong and families who 

wanted to attend family communion were also afforded services which were 

most appropriate to their faith journeys.  So, in one challenging year we began to 

revitalize our Christian commitment together. 

 

We reached out in new ways to make tangible links with our sister churches in 

Ashby and Braunston.  Our relationships with Welton school were strengthened by 

Jackie Hibbert joining the governing body, Jan Wall providing a link to the PTA 

team and Revd. Sarah and Gilly our reader sharing a weekly school assembly with 

staff and pupils.  

 

Relationships were strengthened further afield in regular deliveries to our local 

Daventry foodbank and the continued growth of the St. Martin’s baby project.  

We developed our strategies of communication to include regular updates of our 

notice boards, communication to the communities beyond Welton and 
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delivering pew leaflets to the housebound. Our Facebook page and website are 

regularly updated and we now have a Church Near you page online in order 

that visitors to this area know about our Christian love in action. 

 

It was challenging and in many ways our faith has been enlivened by God’s love 

living in us as things changed.  The results, we hope, now provide a yet more 

visible presence of our Church expressed in various ways we try to serve our 

communities.  A warm thank you to our Churchwarden Bob, PCC  and all those 

who contribute in important ways to our church life.  We can only do it with your 

support, continued involvement and commitment.  

 

We shall continue to play our part as Christians during this current interregnum as 

we eagerly await (with our sister churches at Braunston and Ashby) the arrival of 

Revd. Natalie White and her husband Pete White, our Diocesan Director of 

Children and Youth. 

 

News has already reached us from a number of different sources that our 

churches are especially fortunate in moving forward with Revd. Natalie, Pete and 

their family. 

 

On a personal note; as a reader and lay minister I find myself being a kind of 

bridge between congregation and clergy.  It is a very privileged place to be; one 
where I witness the values of our faith being lived out in the talents of those at 

either end of the bridge.  Of course, we make mistakes and sometimes wear 

ourselves out with the joy of Christian service.  But I have a growing sense that in 

our teamwork and partnership there is more to come as others join us and we 

continue looking forward and build and grow our churches. 

 

We pray that strengthened and sustained by 

God’s love we continue to nurture the seeds of 

mission in partnership with Revd. Natalie, living 

and sharing our faith wherever we may be 

needed to do so under her leadership.  May we 

give Revd. Natalie and Pete time and space to 

build new relationships with us all. 

 

The Reverend Natalie (Nat) White, Team Vicar in 

the Daventry Team, with special responsibility for 

Braunston, Ashby St Ledgers and Welton will be 

licensed at a service on Saturday 28th April at 

Braunston Church at 3pm. 

 

Gilly Beardmore 

Reader and Lay minister at St. Martin’s Welton 
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 This year marks the centenary of the Representation of the 

People Act 1918 which gave women over the age of 30 the 
right to vote for the first time in the United Kingdom.  In the same year, the 

Parliament (Qualification of Women) Act was passed which allowed women to 

become Members of Parliament for the first time.  
 

These key milestones were only achieved as a direct result of years of protesting 

and tireless campaigning both by the National Union of Women's Suffrage 

Societies (NUWSS) and the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU).  We 
must always remember the fierce determination of the likes of Millicent Fawcett 

and Emmeline Pankhurst, who remained resolute in the face of intimidation, 

abuse, arrest and what at times, must have seemed a hopeless cause.  
 

Despite their success in 1918, a great disparity remained between men and 

women.  For example, women had to be aged 30 and over, and meet certain 
property qualifications, whilst the same act abolished property and other 

restrictions for men, and extended the vote to all men over the age of 21. 

 

It was not until the Equal Franchise Act of 1928 that women over 21 were able 
to vote and women finally achieved the same voting rights as men.  Although it 

took 10 years to achieve equal voting rights, I have no doubt that without the 

unwavering resolve of Suffragists and Suffragettes alike, these rights would not 
have been achieved for quite some time.  

 

I believe the Conservative Party has always been at the forefront of empowering 

women - from George Cave, the Conservative Home Secretary, who drove the 
Representation of the People Act through Parliament to being the only party to 

have elected not only one, but two female party leaders, and in turn, Prime 

Ministers.  
 

In the last election, a record number of women were elected as Members of 

Parliament and following the Prime Minister’s recent Cabinet re-shuffle, we 
have also seen a record number of women given Ministerial roles and appointed 

to the Whips Office.  

Chris Heaton-Harris MP 
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In 2005 Baroness Jenkin and The Rt. Hon Theresa May MP established 

‘Women2Win’, which aims to ensure that more Conservative women are elected 

to Parliament.  In 2005 there were just 17 Conservative women MPs, 

representing only 9 per cent of the parliamentary party.  Today, there are 67 
Conservative women MPs, representing over 20 per cent – a figure I, along with 

my party colleagues remain determined to see increase.  

 
I still find it hard to believe that a mere 100 years ago, women did not have the 

right to vote, but I am so proud of the progress that we have made, and I am 

confident that this pattern will continue.  
 

To celebrate the bravery and achievements of the Suffragists and Suffragettes, 

last year, the Government announced a £5 million fund to mark this year’s 

centenary of women’s suffrage.  This includes an exciting national programme 

for 2018 that aims to celebrate, educate, and encourage more women to 

participate so that they have an equal voice.  This involves education projects, a 

£1.5 million grants scheme for local communities and organisations supporting 

women’s representation, and £1.2 million to cities with strong links to the 

suffrage movement for projects building on the legacy.”  

 
 

Chris Heaton-Harris MP 

Member of Parliament for Daventry 
House of Commons, Westminster, London. SW1A 0AA. 

@chhcalling  0207-219-7048 

chris.heatonharris.mp@parliament.uk 

mailto:chris.heatonharris.mp@parliament.uk
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On behalf of the Welton Players I would like to thank everyone 

who took the “risk” and came along to an innovative production 

packed full of the things that make our village pantomime 
special.  It was great to see so many young people taking on 

multiple roles from Newsreaders to Bats; Scouts and Guides; 

Villagers and shopkeepers.  

 
The tradition of being inclusive has always been our goal and 

over the years we have seen cast members grow in confidence 

and carry it off the stage and out into the big, wide world.  It 
does mean that the Director(s), supported by senior members 

of the cast have to work with the rest of the cast to make them 

feel comfortable and able to do their very best. 
 

Talking of Directors – we started with 4 and finished with 1 

after the casting required 2 of them to take on major roles and 

1 got posted out of the County due to work.  So Mercy Coupe 
not only got to write the script but to realise it on stage with 

the help of Barney Worrall, Mariann Holloway and Chris Milner.  

Our wonderful Costume manager, Sarah Souter, also managed 
to get a leading part as Bride#2 and our BackStage Manager, 

Barry Holloway, appeared as two different characters as well as 

keeping the backdrops and props under control.  Aaron 
Dunkley, his assistant Stage Manager, – you can’t keep 

avoiding the inevitable! 

 

It was a little surprising that parents were considering staying 
away in case their little darling had nightmares.  After seeing 

what films and TV shows are classed as suitable for children 

DRACULA;  a Panto with  

a bit of a bite! 
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these days, I would have thought the audience was going to be 

a lot scarier than the cast.  Please be aware that, although our 
dress may be outlandish, our principles are not and we are 

committed to providing entertainment suitable for all the 

family. 

 
There were some surprising favourites from the Pantomime – 

Renfield, the poorly treated servant of Dracula, gained a lot of 

sympathy right from the start thanks to a great portrayal by 
Richard Tidmarsh.  Victor Coupe, as Bride#1, was as wacky as 

you could get and Chris Milner, as Arthur, was honey on the 

ears, especially his own.  
 

Talking of ears, the aural delights of the music were present as 

Martin Heath excelled himself in the writing and accompanying 

of our panoply of songs.  Ably assisted by Melody Heath, even 
the shock of Rap Music being included was not beyond him 

(however much he may have wished it was).  Chris Lovatt’s 

Freddie Mercury impression took the audiences by storm. 
 

Finally we are as overjoyed, as much as the expectant parents, 

to hear that Rebekah “Mina” Dunkley (nee Holloway) was 
expecting their first child.  We wish them all the very best. 

 

Only 9 months to the next auditions!! 

 

Mark Coupe 

 

 
 Ian Threadgold  Mike Taylor  Mark Coupe     
  (Chairman)          (Treasurer)   (Secretary)  
 Tel: 703646  Tel: 300603  Tel: 878961     
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Jason Pritchard 
District Councillor 

 
As we are approaching Easter and Spring, my continued involvement as 

your advocate and representative within district council matters seems to 

also have some familiarity as elections approach in May (other wards) 

and the third year commences of my tenure, although there are some 

changes afoot in the very near future.  

 

The first change is the new 'waste partnership venture' to replace the 

current provision by the out going contractor Amey Enterprise.  This new 

venture will culminate in a three weekly collection for the black bins 

and a 2 weekly collection for recyclable plastics etc, and a weekly 

collection for food waste.  There is also an additional annual fee to opt 

into a 2-weekly garden waste collection.  I opposed this upon several 

grounds that why this model was introduced into areas like Bury, this saw 

a dramatic increase in fly-tipping.  I also felt that individuals were 

actively being encouraged to put green waste into landfill, if they were 

not going to opt into a fee paying arrangement.  The District has had high 

recycling rates previously and was seen as a beacon for other local 

authorities.  Unfortunately as a reward we can see a reduction in general 

waste collection and ostensibly an additional tax for green waste.  I 

would like all of us to monitor fly-tipping as Braunston and Welton are 

particularly susceptible due to the proximity to a large urban area and the 

major carriageways that are close by.  I will be working alongside Welton 

Parish Council to monitor any difficulties. 

 

Separately. as you may be aware, the Conservative County Council 

administration has been served a section 114 notice preventing all new 

expenditure, after a projected £21.1 million overspend.  This is the first 

County Council to have been served this notice in 20 years.  It 

demonstrates gross financial incompetence regardless of the fact if the 
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current administration made local MPs (Chris Heaton-Harris) and central 

government aware.  It is only now that those MPs are disassociating 

themselves from the administration, calling for resignations.  Perhaps the 

sale of the newly built £53 million NCC headquarters opened only 5 

months ago may assist.  No new expenditure and swathing cuts will fall 

upon bus subsidies, winter maintenance and libraries.  These are all 

essential for a rural community like ours. 

 

More positively, the community continues to excel in its appraisal of 

current and future village needs (Neighbourhood Plan) and in its 

cohesiveness and warmth it displays to one another and visitors.  It 

remains an absolute privilege to serve as your District Councillor. 

Remember you can email me at any time and I will reply in a timely 

manner....   JPritchard@daventrydc.gov.uk.'  

 

Kindest Regards, 

Jason Pritchard 

WELTON BRIDGE CLUB 
 
Amazingly, we have just celebrated our tenth year.  Many of our members have 
been with us all that time – many thanks to them for their continued support.  
Also, of course, thank you to all our members who continue to make our twice 
monthly evenings such a success. 
 
We regularly have 5 or 6 tables now and the way we structure things means 
that nearly everyone plays against a different pair throughout the evening.  
Also, since the hands are pre-dealt, we can compare our efforts with each 
other.  It is very unusual that the same pairs top the table each time – which is 
how it should be. 
 
We are now at an optimum membership, but would always welcome any 
Weltonian bridge players who are hiding their light under a bush!  The pace is 
gentle; the standard is not high and the break with coffee/ tea and chocolates 
makes for a very relaxed evening. 

Tony & Sue Pernyes 
01327 704264 

mailto:JPritchard@daventrydc.gov.uk
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 Welton History Group 
 

In January, we had a fascinating talk from Alan Standish who has been 
involved in excavating some of the Anglo-Saxon burials recently discovered 
at Nether Heyford.  It appears that locating them is the biggest challenge, 
for although there are often metal objects in the graves, they may be too 
deep for metal detectors to sense.  There could be a lot more things waiting 
to be discovered in our local fields! 
 
Everyone is welcome to the History Group Meetings, just turn up on the 
night if the topic interests you.  We have some exciting meetings coming 
up. 
 
 
GET THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY NOW: 

 

 

 

Ruins of the Grey’s manor at Bradgate Park 
in Leicestershire 

 

February 26th 2018:  Katie Bridger:  
“The Greys and the Hastings, 
struggles for power between 1461 
and 1510.” These two great 
families that wielded power during 
the Wars of the Roses were based 
here in the midlands, just across 
the Leicestershire border.  Philippa 
Gregory readers will be familiar 
with both families!  There was also 
a very local link to the Catesby 
family of Ashby St. Ledgers and 
Welton. 
 
Village Hall, 7.30pm 
Admission £2.50 
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Jackie Hibbert 
History Group Organiser 

telephone  01327 312514  
jackie.hibbert@rocketmail.com 

 

Admission £3 

March 26th 2018:  The Historic Gardener 
(Michael Brown) will speak on the 
“Glory of the Garden” in the Victorian 
and Edwardian era.   
 
Find out what life would have been like 
for gardeners at Welton Place, from the 
apprentice to the Head Gardener.  
Michael performs in costume and will 
bring a range of period artefacts.      
 
Village Hall, 7.30pm.   
 

 
April 23rd 2018: Derek R. Harris  
“Up the Cut”  
An amusing and informative history 
of the Canals of England & Wales, “Up 
the Cut” is a whistle stop tour, 
starting at the beginning of the 
modern canal age with James 
Brindley and the Bridgwater Canal, 
through the growth of commercial 
carrying, to its decline and neglect 
including a number of songs with 
audience participation in places!   
 
Derek is passionate about canals, but 
is also a talented singer.  Should be a 
good evening! Admission £3 

mailto:jackie.hibbert@rocketmail.com
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During Panto Week, the Village Hall really is the heart of the 

village.  The five performances this year were virtually sold out and if you went 
to one of them you will know how much hard work went into the writing, music, 
costumes, scenery and, of course the acting, singing and side-splitting gags.  
 
The Village Hall trustees congratulate the Welton Players for providing an 
activity which brings the whole community together and makes good use of local 
resources.  We’re already looking forward to next year. 
 
I took a cushion to sit on at the Panto this year, but next year this may not be 
necessary.  Viridian Health Food Shop on Sheaf Street in Daventry has 
generously donated 24 conference chairs to the Village Hall.  Thank you 
very much.  Your gift will make a fundamental difference to the bad-back 
brigade. 
 
Meanwhile, as the weeks fly past we are looking forward to working with the 
Soap Box Derby organisers to make another major event a success for the 
whole village. 
 
The Welton Village Hall page on the Parish Council website https://www.welton-
pc.gov.uk/welton-village-hall/  has brought enquiries about hiring the Hall not 
only from locals but also from people living in Lincolnshire and Cumbria where 
there are other villages called Welton also with village halls.  So if you are 
planning to book a party please make sure which hall you are reserving.  
Lincolnshire and Cumbria may have a lot to offer but are probably not the ideal 
choice for your local event. 

HAPPENINGS 

https://www.welton-pc.gov.uk/welton-village-hall/
https://www.welton-pc.gov.uk/welton-village-hall/
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Welton Village Hall belongs to the village.  Here are some ways we can 
make the most of it. 

 

 When boiling kettles for drinks please open the kitchen window a little. 
This allows the steam to escape and avoids excess damp building up, but 
please make sure to close the window before you leave. 

 It's not always easy to remember where each piece of furniture or 
equipment lives, but, in general, the table-tennis tables and bowls mats 
occupy the disabled toilet, (which is far from ideal) while the other tables 
should stand by the window in the committee room.  A line of chairs can 
be left under the windows in the main hall but the rest should be neatly 
stacked in the committee room.  Any chairs borrowed from the shed must 
be returned at the end of your session. 

 If you have any suggestions concerning storage please talk to a trustee. 
We know it is an ongoing issue and we’re looking for solutions. 

 Drivers using the Village Hall car park do so at their own risk.  In the 
recent icy spells drivers have struggled to get up the slope to leave the car
-park.  The trustees are sympathetic and are investigating the possibility 
of providing a small supply of salt.  But this would be purely as a practical 
gesture of good will, not an indication of responsibility for any incidents 
that might occur in the car park.  We urge all drivers before they decide to 
drive in, to consider how they will be able to get out. 

 There is space in the Hall bookings diary.  Would anyone like to start a 
new group such as a Gardening Club or a Cub Scout Group or a Cookery 
club or to think about running a Coffee and Chat session for people who 
live alone and would welcome a chance to spend an undemanding hour 
among friendly faces.?  Any ideas, just get in touch. 

 
Finally, we are sorry to say goodbye to Jessica Baldwin who has been involved 
with both the Brownies and the Rainbows for a number of years.  Due to 
pressures at work Jessica has reluctantly decided to give up her position as 
leader of the 1st Welton Rainbows at the end of this term.  Unless another 
leader is found the last meeting of the Rainbows will be on March 22nd.  We 
thank Jessica for her commitment and wish her well in the future. 

Duncan Webber (chair), Amy Jenkins, Morgan Jenkins, Caroline Maxwell
(bookings), Ian Threadgold, Jude Proto, Chris Smith, Sarah Souter(Treasurer). 

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 1155046 
Caroline Maxwell 

 on behalf of Welton Village Hall Trustees 

HINTS 

FAREWELL & THANK YOU 

Trustees 
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Activity Timings 

Rainbows Thursdays in term time                           4:45pm  

Brownies Wednesdays in term time            5:15 - 6:45 pm 

Guides & Rangers Wednesdays in term time            7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Parents & Toddlers Thursdays in term time                9:30 -11:00am 

Parish Council 2nd Monday each month                       7:30 pm 

Short Mat Bowls Wednesdays                                          2:00 pm 

Women’s Institute 2nd Thursday in each month                 7:30 pm 

Yoga Mondays                                  11:00 - 12:00 pm 
Tuesdays                                   6:00 -   7:00 pm 

Bridge Club 1st and 3rd Monday evenings of each month 
 (incl. Bank Holidays)                             7:15 pm 

Art Group Wednesdays in term time          9:30 - 12:30 am 

History Group 4th Mondays                                          7:30 pm 

Table Tennis Thursdays (occasional)             7:00 -   9:00 pm 

Family Martial Arts Sundays                                  10:00 - 11:00 am 

Regular Users of Welton Village Hall 
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VILLAGE PARKING 
 

It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that there has 

been an increase in parking issues in many of the villages in the district.  

We have already have 3 bouts of snow which make many of the roads 

and lanes almost impossible to drive along, especially when people park 

in the narrow areas of the roads.  This also prevents emergency services 

getting through should they need to. 

 

The District Council will be conducting a parking survey in the villages 

to see what can be done about this increasing problem. 

 

In the meantime Welton Parish Council would ask you to show 

consideration to other parishioners by following the rules laid out in the 

Highway Code. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON PAVEMENTS.   

DO NOT park partially or wholly on the pavement unless signs permit 

it.  Parking on the pavement can obstruct and seriously inconvenience 

pedestrians, people in wheelchairs, the visually impaired and people 

with prams or pushchairs.  The penalty for contravening is a Fixed 

Penalty Notice… 

 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK NEAR A JUNCTION.  

Do not park opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction, except 

in an authorised parking space, near the brow of a hill or opposite a 

traffic island  (i.e the junction of Staton Road, Ashby Road and High 

Street) or, if this would cause an obstruction, another parked vehicle.  

This rule also states DO NOT stop or park at the following: 

 

 Near a school entrance 

 Anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency Services 

 Near the brow of a hill or hump bridge 

 Where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users and 

powered mobility vehicles. 
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 In front of an entrance to a property 

 On a bend  

The penalty is a non-endorsable Fixed Penalty Notice under the offence 

of unnecessary obstruction… 

 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF FOOTPATHS as this 

prevents people accessing them safely. 

 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON GRASS AREAS, including garden, 

verges, village greens etc. 

 

Finally as we are a rural community, PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN 

FRONT OF FARMERS’ GATES as this prevents access to their land. 

 

Signs will be going up in the village but in the meantime please show a 

little consideration when parking your vehicles.   Many thanks, 

 

Welton Parish Council 

Anyone for tennis? 
 
The new tennis season starts after Easter and 
Kilsby Tennis Club welcomes players of all ages 
and all standards.  We have two outdoor carpet 
courts and offer both social and competitive tennis.  Members are 
free to use the courts at any time when not in use for matches, 
tournaments or designated club activities.  
 
We run a mixed club night every Tuesday where you can just roll 
up and play, normally mixed doubles.  We enter ladies, mens and 
mixed teams in the local leagues and run tournaments over the 
summer.  Adult, junior and family memberships all available.   
 
If interested please contact Bronwen  
bmcurtis21@aol.com  07831 289496 
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WELTON RECREATION TRUST 

 
 
 

Quizzing 2018  Dates for your diary: 
 
Spring Quiz 2018 : Thursday  19th April  
Please contact Chris Smith if you wish to participate.  
 
Autumn Quiz 2018 : Thursday 22ndNovember 2018 
 
Defibrillator Update : The second defibrillator for the Village has now 
been installed in the school car park.  This is accessible 24 hours a day. 
If you have any need to try to revive a patient, go to the unit, ring the 
number and the emergency services will provide you the code to unlock 
the door.  Take the defibrillator out, and use on the patient.  The original 
defibrillator unit in the Village Hall will remain accessible when the hall is 
open. 
 
Funding : The Recreation Trust would like to continue to promote 
different recreation activities in Welton.  We are aware that additional 
equipment in the playing field would be appreciated and so providing 
some new equipment is one of our goals.  We are aware of the 
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides for girls, yet there seems to be less 
organised activities for boys within the village.  We would be pleased to 
support for any new ventures. 
 
Table tennis: 
Quick fact : Alzheimer’s Weekly recently reported a clear increase in 
motor skills and cognitive awareness from playing table tennis, after a 
series of preliminary clinical studies in Japan found that table tennis 
markedly increases the flow of blood to the brain, and could possibly 
even prevent dementia. 
 
Table Tennis resumes in the New Year in the Village Hall.  Thursdays 
from 7 to 9pm. The next dates are: 1st March, 15th March and 29thMarch. 
Everyone is welcome including under 18s who want to learn to play as 
long as they are accompanied by a parent or guardian.  £10 for all 5 

Welton Recreation  

Trust 
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sessions if paid at first one or £2.50 per visit. 
 
Walks: We have had some successful walks including unfortunately the 
walk in January, which was blighted by snow.  But we had 15 hardy 
walkers, 4 children and 6 dogs who made a rather snowy walk to Ashby 
across the fields along the Jurassic way and back via the canal.  Well 
done to everyone who kept going despite the weather.  
 
Next walks are Sunday 25th Feb 2018 and Sunday 25th March.  Meet at 
11am in Village Hall car park  – during the winter we aim to do between 4 
and 5 miles.  We may extend this once the weather improves. 
 
Please send any enquires on above to duncanw1965@gmail.com  
or contact a Trustee. 
 
Welton Recreation Trustees: John Edwards, Peter O’Mahoney, Jack 
Perry, Chris Smith, Sarah Souter, Duncan Webber 
 

Duncan Webber 

07887625940 
duncanw1965@gmail.com 

Are you a novice stamp collector? 
 
I have been a stamp collector for many years 
and have accumulated a largish collection of 
duplicates which I would like to dispose of to a 
good home.  I do not want anything for them. 
They are a world-wide collection of fairly 
ordinary stuff.  Is there anyone out there who 
would find them of interest?  Perhaps for a youngster who wants 
a good start to their collection. 
 

Please give me a call on 01327 704264 
Tony Pernyes 

mailto:duncanw1965@gmail.com
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Jacqueline Read-Szymczyk:  Welton Artist's Diary 
 
It's always good to be working towards an exhibition and there are two 
opportunities coming up for me in spring: a national competition for art works 
being organised by Jackson's Art and the local Rugby Artists' Group Exhibition.   
 
 The latter is going to be at Rugby Art Gallery and Museum on Floor One.  It 
opens on 24th March 10am and closes on Thursday 12th April at 5pm.  So our 
work is showing for three weeks! That is a bonus.  One of us will be there to 
man the exhibition and the art work and artists' greetings cards will be for sale 
too.  
 
I am not sure which works I will enter.  Below is one of my older favourites, 
which I included in my solo exhibition at Leicester City Gallery, for the Chinese 
Year of the Horse in 2002.  It's called "Magic".  Some of the children I teach ask 
if it is a unicorn.  It seemed to manifest on the canvas as if by magic, so maybe 
it is!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Magic”  2002.  
 

    Oil on Canvas 
36”x36” 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH TEAM 
 

Who covers which neighbourhood area? 
 
 

ASHBY ROAD   and 

Mariann Holloway  Jeanette Mortimore  

 311295   871011 

 

 

HIGH STREET, WELL LANE    

& STATION ROAD  

    Jack Perry     704282 

 

 

WELTON PARK & CLARKES WAY 

    Jean Williams 872368 

 

 

 

 

CHURCHILL ROAD & THE PADDOCK 

    Andy Newell 703481 

 

 

 

KILN LANE, EMERY CLOSE     

& HALFORD WAY     

    Peter Mossop 878712 

 

 

 

THE BOTTOM OF THE VILLAGE 

    Bob Somerville 871275 
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